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(Above, Icon of Epiphany) 
 

SYNAXARION: Sunday before Epiphany; Malachi the Prophet; Gordios the Mar tyr  of Caesarea; Fore-
feast of the Theophany of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; Righteous Genevieve of Paris; Righteous Peter of 
Atroas; Righteous Akakios the Wonderworker; Righteous Thomais of Lesbos 
 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion (Pl 1 Mode): When Co-eternal with the Father and Spirit is the Word Who of a 
Virgin was begotten for our salvation we the faithful both praise and worship Him.  For in the flesh did He con-
sent to ascend unto the cross and death did He endure and He raised unto life the dead by His all Glorious Resur-
rection.   
 

For the Forefeast (4th Mode): O Zabulon, prepare, and be ready, Nephthalim * Jordan River , hold your  
course, and exultantly receive * the Master who is coming to be baptized. * Adam leap for joy with Eve the Fore-
mother. * No longer hide yourselves, as once in Paradise; * for having seen you naked He has appeared * to 
clothe you in your former vesture. * The Christ has appeared, wishing to renew * the entire creation.  
 

Apolytikion of St. John the Baptist: The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for  you O 

Forerunner the witness of the Lord is sufficient.  You have proved to be truly more venerable than the prophets.  

Since you were granted to baptize in the river, the One Whom they proclaimed.  Therefore, you strove for truth, 

proclaiming with joy the Good News, even to those in Hades: that God was manifested in the flesh, and takes 

away the sins of the world, and grants to us His great mercy. 

 

Kontakion: To the flowing streams today * of River  Jordan * comes the Lord and cr ies aloud * to John the 
Baptist, and He says, * “Be not afraid to baptize me now; * for I have come to save Adam, the first-formed man.” 



 Readings for Sunday Before Epiphany 
Epistle Reading is from II Timothy 4:5-8 

TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfil your ministry. For I am already on the point of being sacri-
ficed; the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me 
on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

 

Gospel Reading is from Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in 
the prophets, 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who shall pre-
pare your way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight.' John was baptizing in the wilderness, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went 
out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 
clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate lo-
custs and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit."  

Answer these thought pro-
voking questions about to-

day’s Gospel Reading in the 
adult and teen Sunday 

school lesson.  
Click HERE. 

 

Click here to Download this 
Week’s Children’s Word from 

MyOCN. 

Happy Birthday  

and Happy Nameday! 

If you want to make sure we have your 

birthdate on file, please call the office.  

Birthdays  

Annelisa Anghelescu - Jan 3 

Emmaline Luciu - Jan 3 

Chloe Eleni Portier - Jan 4 

Rosalie Apostoleres - Jan 5 

Peter Dimas - Jan 5 

Frankie Giallourakis - Jan 5 

Andrea Anastassiades - Jan 6 

Guilianna Roussos - Jan 6 

Chace Sibley - Jan 6 

David Colado - Jan 9 

Andreas Paloumpis - Jan 9 

Kris Christopher - Jan 10 

Anthony Heilman - Jan 10 

Namedays 

 

Genovefa, Syglitiki - Jan 3 

Theoni, Theopemptos - Jan 5 

Faidon, Fani, Fotika, Jordan, Oura-

nia, Peristera, Photini, Photis,  

Theofanis, Theopoula - Jan 6 

Cedd, Gianna, Giannis, Jeannette, 

John, Prodromos - Jan 7 

Agathon, Dominiki, Kelsios,  

Parthena, Vasilissa - Jan 8 

Efstratios - Jan 9 

http://stjohntpa.org/church_files/Sunday%20School/lesson%2003%20january%202021.pdf
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/


Sunday, January 3     Sunday before Epiphany 
     Orthros 8:45 a.m.      Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 5   Royal Hours of Theophany    9:30-11:00 a.m. 
 

     Evening Liturgy for Forefeast of Theophany 
     Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  6:00 p.m. 
     Blessing of the Waters    7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 6   Theophany (Divine Liturgy to be held at St. John) 
     Orthros 8:45     Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
     Blessing of the Waters    11:00 a.m. 
     Great Vespers for Feast of St. John the Baptist  6:30 p.m. 
 

**Because of the pandemic, the Epiphany Celebration in Tarpon Springs will be scaled back, and Divine Liturgy will be held in all churches of the Tampa 
Bay Area 
 

Thursday, January 7   St. John the Baptist 
     Orthros 9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
     His Grace Bishop Sevastianos will officiate at the Divine Liturgy 
 

Saturday, January 9   Orthros 9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 10   Sunday after Theophany 
     Orthros 8:45 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

Upcoming Services & Events 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project 

January 3 - 9 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.  

Psalm 50/51:10-12 
 

A short reflection on this verse is part of Fr. Stavros’ Message this month. The following is an excerpt from his article: 
 

The word of the year for our parish for 2021 is RENEW. This word has several meanings. When a person rents an apartment, the lease comes 
up for RENEWal every year. That means each year, they have to RENEW their commitment to the lease, and they sign up for another year of 
renting. People RENEW library books. When a person checks out a library book, it is loaned to them for a period of time, let’s say three 
weeks, and at the end of the three weeks, the book must be returned or RENEWed. Oftentimes, we RENEW library books because we have-
n’t finished with them, or as is the case with me (and maybe some of you), we didn’t start them yet. Another use of the word RENEW has to 
do with relationships. People might RENEW a relationship that had stopped. For instance, you meet your college roommate that you haven’t 
seen in twenty years and you start talking regularly—this is an example of RENEW-ing a relationship. A husband and wife who have neglect-
ed their marriage might pay more attention to it and grow closer—this is another example of RENEWing a relationship.  
 

The pandemic has caused each of us to take stock of our lives in some way. As cases have spread, we’ve had to decide which things are worth 
taking a risk in doing and which things it would be better to skip. We’ve had to make hard choices about whether to fly to another state to see 
family or whether it is better not to. Many of us have stopped eating out or seeing friends face to face. Hopefully this pandemic has caused us 
to take stock of our Christian lives. In the face of more people dying, including young people, have you wondered “Am I ready to die? Am I 
ready to stand before the awesome judgment seat of Christ?” I know I have, and when I think about this seriously and soberly, I really hope to 
change some things, to RENEW myself spiritually, so that the prospect of meeting the Lord is one that will be joyful and not fearful.  

Stewardship 2021 Update 

As of Wednesday, December 30, we have received 107 steward-

ship forms, with a pledged amount of $172,134.00 for 2021. 

Don’t forget  to fill out your form and send it into the office! 

Thank You To Our Christmas Donors 

This year, despite being in the midst of a pandemic, we 

were moved by the generosity of our parishioners in help-

ing out this Christmas season as we received $3,245.  

Thank you to everyone for banding together this difficulty 

year and bringing some joy into this Nativity Season! 

A Special Message Regarding Epiphany this year  

Because of the Covid-19 Pandemic, the Epiphany celebration in Tarpon Springs is 
being scaled back significantly, and Divine Liturgy will be held in all churches of 
the Tampa Bay Area on Wednesday, January 6 in the morning.   As is the Tradi-
tion with the Feasts of the Nativity and Pascha, two Divine Liturgies are celebrat-
ed in connection with the feast of Theophany.  The Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil is 
celebrated on January 5.  The Orthros and Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom will be 
celebrated on January 6. In an effort to accommodate as many people as possible, 
we will hold the Divine Liturgy on January 5 at 6:00 p.m., hoping to attract those 
who are working and who can’t come during the day.  Divine Liturgy will be held 
on Wednesday, January 6 at 10:00 a.m.  The Blessing of the Waters will follow 
the Liturgy each day. At a time when we need prayers over the whole world, I 
humbly ask each of you to make every effort to attend one of these two ser-
vices.  We will have room for overflow seating if necessary.  This is a time for all 
of us to focus our prayers on the healing of our whole world.  This is what the 
prayers of Theophany ask each year.  Never has it been more important for us to 
come and offer them together.   
+Fr. Stavros 



Update and Announcements 
Sunday School will continue January 10. 

 

Click here for the 2020 Virtual Christmas Pageant!  

 

Click here for the 2019 Christmas Pageant!  

 

Looking for Ushers - We are looking for  more ushers to help at the Divine Services of our  church. If you are interested, please email Fr . Stavros at fr stav@gmail.com.  

 

Babysitter Wanted - A parishioner from our community is looking for part-time / per diem babysitter. If you are interested, please contact the office by phone (813-876-8830) 
or by e-mail (office@stjohntpa.org) 

 

Women’s Bible Study will meet in January on Tuesday, January 12; Tuesday, January 19 and Tuesday, January 26. — We are studying the Epistle of St. James. We meet 
via ZOOM. Fr. Stavros leads this group. If you would like to join our women’s Bible study group, please contact Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com and he will add you to the 
Zoom link. At some point, we will be resuming in person, however when we do, there will continue to be a zoom option.  

 

Monday Night Bible Study with Charlie will be held on Mondays, January 11, 18 and 25, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Bible study is held via Zoom. If you are not part of the Mon-
day night Bible study and would like to join in, please contact Charlie at chambos@stjohntpa.org and he will add you.  

 

When God Is Not There, a Book Study on Suffering, January 26 — “The world we live in has been called a ‘vale of tears’, a ‘place of weeping’ — perhaps with good rea-
son. This book records simple events and conversations, all the while grappling with difficult questions. Its aim is to convey the sense of the discreet yet persuasive presence of 
the true God precisely in situations where He is not visible: in pain, in disability, in the tragedies of life, in inexorable death, as this comes across in true events and is reflected 
in the lives of real people.” Alex Limberatos will be hosting a Zoom Book Study on Tuesday Nights at 6:30 p.m. starting January 26 in six sessions. If you are interested in join-
ing, please e-mail Alex at alex@stjohntpa.org or call the office phone.  Books will be provided. 

 

GriefShare Ministry Starting on Thursday, January 21 — It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve lost a spouse, child, family member, 
or friend, you’ve probably found there are not many people who understand the deep hurt you feel. This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have many questions. 
“Going to GriefShare feels like having warm arms wrapped around you when you’re shivering.” GriefShare groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges and move 
toward rebuilding your life. Each GriefShare session has three distinct elements: Video seminar with experts, support group discussion with focus, and personal study and reflec-
tion. We will meet from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Administration Building Meeting Room on Thursdays, starting January 21, for 13 weeks, ending on Thursday, April 22. 
For January, GriefShare will meet January 21 and 28. For more information please contact Donna Hambos at 813-843-8412 or dhambos@msn.com. Books for the program will 
be provided. Donation for the book suggested but not required. Open to all family and friends. Griefshare remains open enrollment with support towards healing and hope. You 
can begin at any time. If you attended last semester and missed a day or two, you can come for those days or repeat the whole thing. For the time being, Griefshare is meet-
ing via zoom.  

 

My Word 2021 — For the past two years, we’ve encouraged parishioners to identify one word that will shape their year.  With 2020 now a month away, it’s time to start think-
ing of the word that will define you in 2021.  It is also time to start thinking of a word that will define our parish for 2021.  If you have an idea for a word for our parish for 2021, 
please send it to Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com.  Towards the end of December, he will send out a request for individual words to define you for 2021.  

 

Tuesday, January 5, Royal Hours of Theophany - Like Nativity and Pascha, there is a service of the Royal Hours which is celebrated in anticipation of Theophany. 
This service consists of prayers, Psalms, hymns and Gospel readings which both foretell and recount this Great Feast of the church year.  

 

Wednesday, January 6, Feast of Theophany - The Feast of The-ophany commemorates several things: First, and most well-known, it commemorates the Baptism of Christ. 
Christ was baptized in the Jordan River by St. John the Baptist. Second, at the moment of His descent into the River, the Jordan River reversed its course, and all of Creation 
changed its course with the presence of the Christ. Third, the Holy Trinity was made manifest for the first time in human history, as the Son of God was in the water, the Holy 
Spirit hovered over as a dove, and the voice of God was heard. The feast of the Theophany is the manifestation of God, as well as the Baptism of Christ. The name “Epiphany” 
refers to the enlightenment of the world. After the Divine Liturgy, there is a service called the Blessing of Waters during which water is blessed and sprinkled over the church 
and over the people as a way to renew and reconsecrate ourselves on this feastday. There is a beautiful and powerful prayer that is offered only on January 5 and 6, asking God to 
reconsecrate the world.  

 

Thursday, January 7, St. John the Baptist - The day after a major feastday often commemorates the sec-ondary figure of the Feast. On January 6, we celebrate the Baptism/
Epiphany of Christ, who is obviously the major figure. The secondary figure of that feast is St. John the Baptist, whose feastday we commemorate the next day, January 7. St. 
John is the LAST of the Prophets before Christ and the first of the Saints, those who believed in Christ. Righteous figures who came before Christ are called either “Righteous” 
or “Prophet.” Holy People who came after Christ are called Saints. St. John the Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist, as both titles.  

 

Saturday, January 9, Young At Heart Meeting - We will meet on Saturday, January 9 at 11:30 a.m. instead of the 1st Thursday of January. We encourage everyone to 
attend the Divine Liturgy from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and then we will have our meeting afterwards.  

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; 
Amanda, Andrew, Colton, Miranda, Charlotte Elizabeth, Nuha, Nabeel, Michael, Amal, John, Elaine,  Olga, Virginia Georgiou, Ron Myer, 
Toula Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Cha-
konas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, 
Daniel Ross, Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia 
Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexan-
dra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, 
John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill 
and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie 
Phelps, Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, Stanislava Terzieva, 
James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware. 

https://youtu.be/eG_-Ijqev7Q
https://youtu.be/X1sbxb5aGWc

